YK 372.881.1 = 111
TEACHING STRATEGIES OF SUMMARIZING TEXTUAL RESOURCES
FOR THE BEGINNERS

T.V. Melnikova, Candidate of Philological Science, Assistant Professor
Yaroslav the Wise National Law University of Ukraine

Abstract. The paper discusses present-day strategies of teaching summarizing. The attention is
Jocused. on some éffficient techniques which can be applied while teaching the beginners how to
summarize textual information.
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METOAY HABYAHHA AHOTYBAHHIO TEKCTOBHX AXKEPEJI HA
ITOYATKOBOMY ETAIHI

T.B. MeabhikoBa, KaHIMAAT PinojorivHux HAyK, JOLCHT
- HaioHanbHui lopuanuHuil yHiBepcuTeT Yicpaiun
imeni SIpociaasa Myaporo

Aunomanin. 062080pI0IOMbCA  CYYACHT MemoOuU  HAGHAHHA CKIAOaWHIO  anomayii. Yeaza
HPpUGIRAEMbCA  eqheKMUSHUM  MemOOUKAM, UjO MOXCYMb Bymu  BUKOPDUCAHI NPU  HABYAHHI
CKAAOAHKIO AHOMAYIIL HA NOYAMKOBOMY emani,

Kniwuosi cnoea: inozeMHa M08a, MexHUKA NOWYKY, AHOMYBAHHA, HAGYANbHA CIMPAME’if, Y4HI
nOYAMKOBO0 PiBHIO, OCHOSHA iHOpMAYiA.

In the professional meaning having profound knowledge of a foreign
language will obviously give a future specialist the upper-hand when it comes to
competing for a work place. Employers do wisely realize that so highly educated
specialists can actually apply new technologies and ideas developed and appreciated
on the international business market because such workers are able to get available
business and technical mformation from various resources — on-line communication
with foreign colleagues, articles, books, or other written issues. Moreover, speaking a
second language also helps specialists to gain the trust of international business
people. If someone speaks to a foreigner in his or her native language then it’s easy
for the foreigner to get comfortable with such a professional. And the last but not
least, the professionals who speak a second language are called for travel and -
business purposes much more often than those who do not have such an advantage

[4].

In this context it’s possible to state that teaching future specialists: how to
make a summary of a foreign language special text is considerably essential as
aiming to produce and fix related skills of working with and perceptlon of the gamed
information ( with further appllcatlon)



Text summarizing plays crucial role in the development of effective and
efficient information retrieval process. The matter of effectiveness relates to the
problem of finding relevant information in the huge scope available in books,
periodicals and on-line resources [3]. Effective retrieval techniques can discover
large amounts of potentially interesting professional information, and it is important
for a future specialist to possess acknowledged skills such as summarizing. Progress
in text summarization will not only enable the development of better retrieval ability,
but will obviously support the access and analysis of text-based information in:a
number of ways helping to operate current professionally correlated information.
Text summarization can also be effectively used in the Internet information search
and riewspaper corpora event tracking [1).

Writing a summary is an important basic skill that students will apply
throughout their studying and professional careers. Summarizing improves reading
skills as it encourages selecting the main; it helps with developing vocabulary-skills
(paraphrasing, altering vocabulary) and grammar. In addition, critical thinking skills
are improved as students decide on the main ideas of the reading to include them in
the summary [2].

Within the preceding period, the essential function of text summarization has
been to help a reader to find the information that he or she need by getting it out from
some primary source and produce a new laconic version. It’s quite acceptable to
consider text summarization an intermediate link between a reader and particular
information contained in various sources. A summary is a long text distilled to its
essential points, without unworthy examples and details. During a process of
summarization the particular form of a source, its sentence structure and its
vocabulary are changed, but the main ideas remain the same.

What are the general steps in creating a correct and effective summary?

The first step in writing a summary is realizing the main idea of a text. To
practice this skill students can be asked to read some short articles and then outline
the main ideas of them. Each outline should be made within ten or fifteen words and
organized so that to tell someone’ what they have just read. It’s advisable for the
students to write down what they are going to say and than read it to the audience. A
teacher should model to the students a sample of the main idea before creation of
articles outlines by the students.- Finally the main idea of each article should be
written as a topic sentence of a summary. The topic sentence is the deﬁmng sentence
that sums up the most important idea of a summary.

After the effective practice in identifying articles main ideas, writing topic
sentences and finding important details, the students are able to proceed to writing
summaries. The main idea should be supported by several sentences which give
details and develop the topic sentence.

The students continue working with short articles and are informed that for the
better result their summaries should be about five sentences long, not more.

A summary itself should basically retell the main ideas of a text, i.e. actually
develop a topic sentence. Students should be restrained from particular inefficient
steps inconsistent with an essential purpose of any summary — to submit the major
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information contained in a text. Such steps can involve unsuccessful massive
concentration of students’ attention on the beginning, centre or end of a text. Their
attention should be distributed equally to all the parts; otherwise disproportion of
summary presentation will be obvious. If the students are the beginners who need
profound training they are obviously working with not long texts covering not more
than one paper. Taking this visual advantage into consideration, the students can be
advised to divide their texts into several meaningful parts (a small text size allows
not more than three), define the general idea of each part and produce it in their own
words. Transition words can be very helpful for introduction of any new portion of
information. Some transition words to use in a summary include “next”, “also”,
“likewise”, “in addition” and “finally”.

It’ very important to specify that summaries should be written in students’ own
words. Copying entire sentences or long phrases of a source must be strictly avoided
while writing a summary {2].

After the students have mastered writing the basic summary, the can continue
working on longer summaries of larger scope texts applying the same technique.

Modern summarization strategies for beginners involve other quite
encouraging and effective techniques worthy attention.

The “3-2-1" strategy is rather simple and requires from the students to focus
on the most essential information that they have just read. 1t comprises the following:
having read a text the students are asked to write down three things they learned
from it, two facts contained in it they found interesting. and one related question they
have.

This strategy is quite applicable for beginners working with an informational
text. The students are encouraged to concentrate their attention on the most important
information of a source.

The “jigsaw” strategy is based on a puzzle principle. Each student is assigned
with a section of a text a group is studying. The task of every student is to read, study
and summarize his or her section so that they could inform other members of their
group about its content.

Such a kind of cooperative studying activity gives students a possibility to
divide their work up, and forces them to concentrate attention on the most essential
details to be shared with the group.

The beginners having not long practice will find it easier to start with oral
summarizing before moving on to a written one. A new technique is much more
comfortable to use in an oral form; writing short summaries should be the next step
in mastering the strategy.

The “Summary Star” strategy presupposes several steps involving paper notes.
The first step is to retitle a text. A new title should be given in the students’ own
words and contain not more words than the original one. The second step is to
describe the main idea of the text in one or two words (which can be more precisely
defined as not describing but outlining the essentials). The third is to characterize the
general impression from the text just in one word (“informativg”, “persuasive”,
“arguable”, “incomplete”, etc.). The final stage includes producing the conclusion
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which derives from the whole text. The conclusmn should be only one sentenca
length [4]. ;

All the mentioned strategies desplte their pecuharmes comc1de in the common
demand for those who are aiming to create ‘a summary — -to present the
comprehended information in a rather shortened form. A summary is not a complete
retelling of the text that was read, it is just a short retelling of the most important
facts or parts of the read. The general purpose of a summary is to concentrate the
essential textual information making it usefu} for present and further application by a
reader him/herself and those who can potentially be interested in the subject.
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MPOPECHIHHN PO3BUTOK IEJAT OriB B YHIBEPCUTETAX
BEJIHMKOBPUTAHII

O, MeapHnkoBa, BHKI1a3a4
. XapxiBchKuii HADiOHAXLHUHA ABTOMOGLILHO-10pPOXKHIll yHiBepcHTeT

Anomayia. Y cmammi euceimneno ocobnusocmi npoyecy npogecitinoco”po3sumKy suknaoauin
BH3  Benuxoi Bpumanii. Posenanymo 3micm, gopmu. memoou - edockonanenns  gaxomol
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