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Problem statement. Having a person with his or her rights and freedoms as the highest social value, Ukrainian society
needs to have a judicial authority able to have a strong positive image in society and the international arena. Our legal reality
is the evidence of the low credibility and image of the judiciary in the country. It manifests itself in an increased level of public
distrust in the judiciary and the lack of confidence of foreign and international judicial institutions in national judicial institu-
tions. The purpose of the work is to study the formation of the image of a judge in Ukraine from the standpoint of the pre-
conditions for its formation and to propose systemic measures to improve it through the prism of the essence of the judicial
image. In this regard, the following research methods are used: qualitative analysis with the help of induction and deduc-
tion, analysis and synthesis to explore the essence of the judge image phenomenon; system analysis method to clarify the
factors determining the real state of the judicial image and to establish means for its promotion; formal-logical method to
substantiate the conclusions. Results. It has been established that the low image of a judge as a face of judicial power can
cause a threat of several crisis phenomena in society and state. The formation of a judge's image should be seen as a sys-
temic, constant, purposeful activity aimed at shaping public opinion about the judiciary and carried out with the help of vari-
ous measures of promotion. The preconditions for the formation of the professional image of judges are the basis for the de-
velopment of this phenomenon, the coincidence of circumstances or the current legal atmosphere. They are judicial policy,
the level of legal culture, the economic well-being of the state population, the quality of relations between the judiciary and
the media, the level of adequate organizational, technical and material support of the judiciary and judges, the quality of
court personnel's job, even the Ukraine's inclusion in transnational cooperation, etc. Conclusions. Acquisition of a high pro-
fessional image is one of the foundations of a democratic and legal state. The image of a judge as one of the main subjects
of the formation of a high image of the judiciary as a whole is based on the constituent components and the prerequisites for
its formation. Image is a multifaceted concept artificially projected by the actors interested. The changes in the image of a
judge and the judiciary can occur both in the direction of addition (strengthening and increase) and in the direction of reduc-
tion (weakening and decrease). The growth of the subjects' positive image is desirable.
Key words: the image of a judge; the judiciary; a judge, increase confidence in the judiciary
ksksk

MocTaHoBKa npobnemu. YkpaiHCbkoMy CycninbCTay, B SKOMY NoAMHa, ii npasa i coboay € HaBULLOK COLianbHO LiHHi-
cTio, Oes3anepeyHo HeobXxigHa Taka CygoBa Brnaga, ska 6yae MaTi BUCOKMIA NOSUTVMBHWIA iMIZK Y CyCMiNbCTBI Ta Ha MiXHa-
poaHii apeHi. Hapasi Hawwa npaBoBa pearbHiCTb € CBIYEHHAM HU3LKOTO aBTOPUTETY Ta iMigXy CydO0BOi Braau B KpaiHi, Lo
NPOSIBNAETLCA MiABULLEHUM PIBHEM HEAOBIPU CyCMinbCTBa 40 OpraHiB CydoBOi Bnaaw, BIACYTHICTIO AOBIPU iHO3EMHUX Ta
MiXHApPOQHWX CYAO0BUX YCTAHOB [0 HALiOHAMbHIX Cy[O0BWX IHCTUTYLIN Ta BiACYTHICTIO AoBipK rpomagsH. MeTta pobotn — go-
CrigMTV CTAHOBMEHHS iMigXXy Cyaai B YkpaiHi 3 no3uLii nepeayMoB 1Moro hopMyBaHHS, 3anporoHyBaTW CUCTEMHI 3aX0au io-
ro NiABWLLEHHS Yepes NPWU3MYy CYTHOCTI CYAAIBCLKOTO iMiMKy. Y 3B'A3KY i3 LIMM BUKOPUCTOBYIOTLCS Taki METOAM AOCHIKeH-
HA AK AKICHWI aHani3 3a AONOMOroH IHAYKLIT Ta AemyKuii, aHanidy Ta CuHTesy Ans BUBYEHHS CYTHOCTI Takoro sBuLa sk
iMiZK Cyaai; MeTog CMCTEMHOTO aHanidy Ans 3'scyBaHHs (hakTopiB, Lo 06YMOBIIOWTL peanbHuMin CTaH CyAAIBCbKOro iMimKy
Ta 419 BCTAHOBMNEHHS 3acobiB 1oro monynspusalii; popmanbHO-NorivHuin — B 0BIpYHTYBaHHI BMCHOBKIB. PesynbTartu.
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BCTaHOBMEHO, L0 HW3bKWIA iMImK CyAAi Sk 0BNWYYs CyAOBOI Blaau MOXE 3yMOBIIOBATW 3arpo3y BUHUKHEHHS B CYCMiNbCTBI
Ta [epxaBi HU3KM KPU30BMX ABMLL. POpMYyBaHHS CYAAIBCLKOTO iMimKy HEODXIgHO po3rnagaTh sk NnaHOMIpHY, MOCTIMHY, Li-
NecnpsMOBaHy AisNbHICTb, L0 Ma€e Ha METi CTAHOBNEHHS FPOMaACHKOI AYMKM LIOAO CyAO0BOi Bnaau, 34iNCHIOBaHy 3a Aono-
MOrOI0 Pi3HWX 3axofiB nomynspuaaii. Mepeaymosu opMyBaHHs NPOdecinHoro iMigxy cyanis € 6asucoMm Ans po3BuTKy
Lib0ro ¢heHoMeHYy, 36irom oBCTaBMH UK NPaBOBOKO aTMOCEPOID, L0 cknanacs. Humu € cyaosa nonituka, piseHb NpaBoBoi
KynbTypu, EKOHOMIYHUA [OOPOBYT HaceneHHs AepxaBu, AKICTb B3aEMOBIAHOCUH Cy[OBMX OpraHiB 3 3acobamu MacoBoi iH-
chopmallii, piBeHb HaNEeXHOro OpraHi3aLiiHO-TEXHIYHOMO Ta MaTepianbHOro 3abe3aneyveHHs CymoBMX OpraHiB Ta Cyamis, k-
icTb poBOTW nepcoHany cydy, HaBiTb BKIMIOYEHHS YKpaiHW A0 TpaHCHaLioHanbHOro ChiBpobiTHWLTBA, TOLWO. BuCHOBKM.
3p06yTTS CyaasMM BUCOKOTO NPOdhecinHoro iMidXy — 0fHa i3 OCHOB AEMOKpaTUYHOI Ta NPaBoBOi Aepxasu. IMigx cyani sax
O[HOTO 3 OCHOBHMX Cy0'eKTiB POPMYBAHHS BUCOKOTO iMiZKy CYAOBOI BMaam B LiNOMY IPYHTYETHCA Ha BacHe CyAAiBCbKOMY
iMigpKi, Ha Or0 CKNaJoBMX KOMMOHEHTaX Ta Ha NepeyMoBaX AOro CTaHOBIEHHS. IMigX — Lie BaraTorpaHHe NOHATTS; LTYY-
HO CMpOeKTOBaHe 3aLjikaBneHnMmn cyb’ekTamu; 3MiHa iMigKy Cyaai Ta CyaoBoi Bnaay B Linomy Moxe BinOyBaTUCh 5K Y CTO-
POHY 3MiLHEHHS (3pocTaHHs, 3BiNbLUEHHS, POCTY), TaK i B CTOPOHY 3HUXEHHS (3MEHLLEHHS], nocnabneHHs). 3po3ymino, Lo
BaxaHum € came 3pOCTaHHS NO3UTUBHOTO IMIIXy Cy6'eKTiB.

Key words: imiox cyddi; cydosa enada; cydds; nidsuwieHHs 0osipu 0o cydosoi enadu

Problem statement

Scholars traditionally consider issues and prob-
lems of judicial power. Meanwhile, new impulses in
the development of judicial reform determine many
lawyers' initiatives for its critical comprehension,
scientific evaluation and formulation of proposals
for the improvement of the relevant legal field. The
ongoing judicial reform in Ukraine is aimed at cre-
ating the most perfect and efficient model of the
judicial system that would comply with the world's
standards of organization and functioning of courts
and the needs of Ukrainian society.

It is believed that under such conditions the low
image of the judiciary can threaten the emergence
of many crisis phenomena in society and the state.
Such phenomena are the destruction of the demo-
cratic principles of justice, ignoring the effective-
ness of judicial protection of fundamental rights
and freedoms of a man and a citizen, the refusal to
attract foreign investment.

Questions on the analysis and research of prob-
lems of forming a high positive image of the judici-
ary in Ukraine are not inherently new. It is because
the formation of the image of the judiciary has been
taking place during the evolution of judicial law.
However, terminologically, the application of the
concept of "image" provides new approaches and
new aspects to study. Moreover, time imposes new
requirements on a positive image of a court. There-
fore, today we can say that this topic is not fully
developed, as there are no in-depth doctrinal stud-
ies of all aspects of the image of the judiciary.
Among the scholars who have taken an interest in
this question are M. Burbyk [1], O. Velychko [2], K.
Harnyk [3], Yu. Hurtova [4], D. Prytyka [5], O.
Shcherbaniuk [6], et al.

The purpose of the work is to study the for-
mation of the image of a judge in Ukraine from the

standpoint of the preconditions for its formation and
to propose systemic measures to improve it
through the prism of the essence of the judicial im-
age. The novelty of the study is that the author
tried to explore the mechanism of image formation
of judges in Ukraine as a planned purposeful activi-
ty aimed at forming public opinion about the judici-
ary, carried out through various promotional
measures. It is proved that image is an artificial
and dynamic phenomenon; the formation of a posi-
tive image and its improvement is a constant, con-
tinuous, thoughtful work of a number of actors.
From these provisions follow the task of the article,
which is to establish the components of the image
of the judge and to explore the prerequisites for its
formation, in which to show possible ways to im-
prove or modernize.

The essence and significance of the image of
the judge

We all understand that one of the foundations of
a democratic and legal state is the acquisition of
prestige and image by courts and judges. Further-
more, as Matti Maasikas, Head of the European
Union Delegation, noted, judicial reform is not only
an internal issue for Ukraine. Its successful imple-
mentation will directly determine the country's for-
eign policy image and the attraction of international
aid and investments [7].

Different dictionaries give similar definitions for
the term "image". In particular, according to the
Free Explanatory Dictionary, "image" is 1) a public
opinion and an idea about someone or something;
reputation, picture; 2) the picture of a person (in-
cluding his appearance and manner of behaviour)
aimed at forming a public opinion or an idea about
him or her [8]. In the Dictionary of Foreign Soci-
ocultural Terms "image" is presented as a picture
and view; purposefully formed picture of a person,
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phenomenon, object, designed to increase the
emotional and psychological influence on someone
for popularization, advertising, propaganda, etc. [9].

Researchers note that “the image of a judge”
can be considered as his internal and external pic-
ture formed in the consciousness of the public un-
der the influence of internal and external factors.
Hence, they distinguish several elements. These
are visual image, professional image and authorita-
tive image. It is noted that a positive professional
image of a judge includes a set of professional
qualities that any judge should possess a priori and
reflects a certain level of his competence, as well
as his personal moral and ethical qualities, that
characterize the judge as a fair, impartial, compe-
tent employee [1].

Foreign scholars also study the image of judges
using the idea of reputation. They note that judge's
decisions and actions influence the gaining of ones
reputation in different audiences. A judge with a
good reputation has the respect of his or her
friends and colleagues and may be able to ad-
vance to a higher court, have more exposure in
media and have a more lasting legacy and perhaps
even a memory of him or her in professional cir-
cles. A judge with a poor reputation among col-
leagues is less likely to have significant career
successes [10, p.2]. Reputation is a measure of a
lawyer's performance. Everyone can create it
through a combination of talent, knowledge, com-
petence and integrity [11, p.26].

A judge is one of the main subjects of the for-
mation of a high image of the judiciary as a whole.
Therefore, the image of a judge is considered to be
based on existing legal (judicial) policy and the
recognized priorities. It is aimed at forming a posi-
tive public opinion about the work of courts, further
developing their openness and accessibility for citi-
zens and media. According to Yu. Hurtova, "a posi-
tive representation or positive image of the judici-
ary is an indicator of the business and moral
qualities of the people representing it. The image of
a court is a kind of a picture, which is purposefully
created through the perception of different social
groups. It is necessary to take into account the pe-
culiarites of the perception of different social
groups, regional specifics, and national traditions,
formed set of values and norms of behaviour. The
more attractive and convincing is the image of judi-
cial organization, the higher is its reputation and
professional authority, as well as public confidence
in it" [4]. O. Shcherbaniuk holds a similar opinion,
out that "the image of the judiciary is its external
expression, an indicator of business and moral
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qualities of the people representing it" [6]. It is
worth agreeing with the researchers.

The professional literature often contains the
thesis that the image of any institution is not a mat-
ter of chance or convenience but rather the habit
and lifestyle of the entire team. The judiciary is no
exception. We are convinced that raising and main-
taining a proper image of the court is a systematic
purposeful activity of a certain range of actors.
Through a wide range of means and practices,
they should contribute to the formation of a positive
impression of the judiciary as a whole. Thus, every
employee of a court (as a public institution and as
a public authority) is an important component for
the shaping of the public impression of the court. At
the same time, we must understand that the circle
of actors "responsible" for the formation of the im-
age of the judiciary is not limited exclusively to
judges who, undoubtedly, are the key players in
this area.

It means that we consider image formation as a
systematic, purposeful activity aimed at the for-
mation of public opinion about the judiciary and
carried out with the help of various measures of
popularization. In this case, we are talking about an
artificial image formed in the public or individual
consciousness by media, judges themselves, bod-
ies of the judicial community, human rights organi-
zations, certain citizens, etc. Therefore, the image
of a court and a judge is created by PR, propagan-
da, advertising, commentaries, social networks
pages style, etc. Hence, it can combine both real
properties of this state-legal phenomenon and non-
existent, fictitious ones. Thus, image is a multifac-
eted concept artificially projected by the actors in-
terested. Moreover, the changes in the image of a
judge and the judiciary can occur both in the direc-
tion of addition (strengthening and increase) and in
the direction of reduction (weakening and de-
crease). Obviously, the growth of the subjects' pos-
itive image is desirable.

The professional literature also contains the
opinion on the importance of the continuous intro-
duction of actions aimed at increasing the authority
of the judiciary. For instance, Yu. Hurtova notes: "if
purposeful work to strengthen the image of the ju-
diciary is not carried out, the authority weakens...
Public sympathy depends on the activity of repre-
sentatives of the judiciary to promote their goals
and objectives" [4]. We fully agree with this logical
conclusion. In times of permanent reform of the
judiciary, the unstable economic and political situa-
tion in the country, maintenance of a positive im-
age (not to mention its strengthening) can be
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achieved only when based on activity, consistency
and virtue. The everyday behaviour of a judge is
the foundation for society's formation of its percep-
tion of the judicial system as a whole.

Professional image of a judge: three
components

The formation of the professional image of a
judge can be considered in three aspects. Firstly,
what the image of the judge oneself is. Secondly,
what elements form it? Thirdly, what prerequisites
for the formation of a judge's professional image
exist? At the same time, they are closely inter-
twined and complement each other. However, ob-
servance or non-observance of them influence the
result.

As regards the image of a judge oneself, it
should consist of several elements. One of them is
the appearance of a judge (manner of communica-
tion, facial expressions, clothing style. The next
one is the mastery of the art of oral and written
speech (clear expression of thoughts). The follow-
ing is knowledge of the law. The one we should
also consider is moral integrity. The final one is
compliance with the rules of business etiquette and
ethics of the judge.

As regards elements forming the image of a
judge, we can say that many factors influence the
actual (real) image of a judge. To begin with, it is
the legislation constituting the legal basis of the
legal status of judges and guiding their judicial ac-
tivity. Moreover, it is the attitude towards partici-
pants in a judicial process. Next, it is a personal
attitude of a judge towards the issue of his or her
image. Furthermore, it is the desire and ability to
make fair judicial decisions. The importance of this
element cannot be overestimated, as the content of
the judicial decision may be used to assess the
qualification of a judge. Finally, it is the recognition
of a judge in certain areas of the court jurisdiction.
In particular, a judge has to constantly improve his
or her qualifications and engage in self-education,
which includes an in-depth study of the regulatory
framework, scientific literature and judicial practice.
In addition, a judge should take part in scientific
conferences, seminars, round tables and even
have scientific publications on legal topics.

The judge's ability to use the latest telecommu-
nications capabilities available is of no lesser im-
portance. This refers to advanced technologies,
such as the electronic justice system, the system of
automatic distribution of cases, video recording of
court proceedings, videoconferencing, etc.

Moral integrity and compliance with the norms
of ethics of judges is also certainly very important,
since "one of the main guarantees of ensuring the
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implementation of legitimate, fair, impartial and ef-
fective judicial proceedings in Ukraine is the proper
performance by judges of their duties, observance
of labour discipline. The disciplinary responsibility
of the judicial corps in Ukraine is designed to en-
sure that the conduct of the bearers of justice
meets the requirements of the current legislation.
Nevertheless, it is crucial for the institute of disci-
plinary responsibility in the judicial system of our
state to be clearly and effectively regulated at the
legislative level. Otherwise, the competence of au-
thorized subjects of application measures of disci-
plinary impact on judges may turn into instruments
of pressure on the representatives of the judiciary
in Ukraine" [1].

Prerequisites for the formation of the
professional image of the judge

As regards the preconditions for the formation
of the professional image of a judge, they are the
basis for the development of this phenomenon, the
coincidence of circumstances or the current legal
atmosphere. In contrast to causes, it is generally
accepted that preconditions are something non-
obvious, yet possible and important. By consider-
ing them at a particular time in a particular legal
space, we can try to determine what has provoked
a given (certain, definite) state of affairs. As A.V.
Kostruba rightly points out, "legal relations are not
a frozen element of the legal system but its dynam-
ic part. They develop along with public relations
subject to legal regulation. Such relations include
all the variants, forms and social manifestations of
such legal regulation. The dynamics of legal rela-
tions consists of their emergence, change and ter-
mination, which are often distant from each other in
time and space. At the same time, the emergence,
change and termination of legal relations should be
considered as stages of a single process of devel-
opment of legal relations, not as certain isolated
stages" [12]. Preconditions can be philosophical,
historical, cultural, social, real, political, economic,
etc. Hence, the preconditions for the formation of
the image of a judge may be judicial policy, level of
legal culture, the economic well-being of the state
population, quality of relations between the judici-
ary and the media, level of adequate organization-
al, technical and material support of the judiciary
and judges, quality of court personnel's job, even
the Ukraine's inclusion in transnational coopera-
tion, etc.

As regards judicial policy, it is necessary to note
the following. Judicial policy as a whole is a kind of
a consequence of the observance of the principles
of mutual respect and cooperation of the branches
of government and public authorities. The place of
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the judiciary and its relations with the other
branches of government in modern democracies is
mentioned in Opinion No. 18 of the Consultative
Council of European Judges [13]. It states that un-
balanced critical commentaries provided by politi-
cians are irresponsible. It causes a serious prob-
lem, as it may unwittingly or deliberately undermine
public confidence and trust in the justice system. In
such cases, the judiciary should point out that this
conduct is an attack on the constitution of a demo-
cratic state and the legal position of other branches
of government.

As regards the level of the legal culture, its im-
provement should be one of the priorities of the
image of a judge. After all, as noted in the legal
literature, legal culture is an evolving system of the
legal values (legal consciousness, legal science,
legislation, legal order, legal activities) created in
the course of the development of a society. Such
values absorb the advanced achievements of the
legal culture of humankind. This is a qualitative
state of an individual, a society and a legal system.
Legal culture includes processes and phenomena
reflecting the essence of the Ukrainian legal state
and civil society, its basic bases and principles.

In the period of information transformation and
global informatization, the strengthening of the im-
age of the judiciary and judges increasingly begins
to depend on the media, “their commitment”. Cov-
erage of judges' work should be oriented toward
the interests of society and the public. Moreover, it
should ensure that a population is adequately in-
formed and educated. Obviously, critical publica-
tions and remarks about the judge in media (in
print, on television, on the Internet), complaints of
citizens both to media and to disciplinary bodies or
bodies of the pre-trial investigation will supposedly
have negative consequences for the image of the
judge. For example, in Ukraine, there is the
DEJURE Foundation, which implements a special
project "HONOUR and NOT.HONOUR of the
week".’!

To ensure proper communication with the me-
dia and avoid a biased negative approach to the
coverage of judicial proceedings in the periodical
press, all courts should establish press services or
introduce positions of press secretaries. They are
to provide quality information on the results of the
most relevant criminal, civil and other cases. We
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believe that, in this direction, it is crucial to give im-
portance to judges-speakers.

The image of a court and the image of a judge
are interrelated state-legal phenomena. Therefore,
it is not surprising that components of the image of
the court influence the formation of the decent im-
age of the judge. In particular, such components
are its proper organizational, technical and material
support, timely provision of buildings with the nec-
essary requirements, informatization and comput-
erization of court institutions, creation of infor-
mation kiosks and terminals, etc. A judge must
hold sessions in an official environment in specially
equipped halls with symbols of state power. Fur-
thermore, free access to courtrooms must be pro-
vided to all interested persons, including repre-
sentatives of the media. Finally, copies of all court
decisions should be printed and issued on time, etc.

Conclusions

Surely, the named elements and prerequisites
are not an exhaustive list of factors influencing a
judge's image. Moreover, we can only consider an
image as the dynamic status or a variable public
perception of a particular bearer of judicial power.
Thus, it is subject to correction through painstak-
ing, constant, hard work. In addition, this is not just
a judge's job.

All of the above measures should contribute to
a qualitative improvement of the level of judicial
protection of the rights and freedoms of citizens
and legal persons and the formation of a positive
professional image of a judge in Ukraine in gen-
eral. In addition, the formation of a high image of
the judicial system and an increase in its popularity
among the population are possible under certain
circumstances. First, the activities of the judiciary
should be clear to people. Next, they should meet
the needs of both the whole society and the inter-
ests of every citizen. Finally, such activities should
be constantly maintained, because an image can
change in time and space under the influence of
various factors as it is a changeable and dynamic
phenomenon.
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