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MARGINALITY AND PROBLEMS MENTALITY:
ESSENCE AND WAYS OF OVERCOMING

Marginalization has been defined as a complex process of relegating specific
groups of people to the lower or outer edge of society. Today in Ukraine the prob-
lem of marginalization is one ofthe major. Individual marginality characterized by
incomplete entry of the individual in a group (societies) that does not accept it
fully, and his exclusion from the group of origin. Mentality of individual and groups
is deeply associate concepts and descriptions. It is an aggregate of options, willing-
ness of individual to operate, think and feel outward things the special appearance.

The individual is «cultural hybrid» (H. Park) that separates life and traditions
of two different groups. This concept appeared in American sociology in the 20th
of XX century to describe the situation of immigrants do not fit the new social
conditions. Marginality group resulting from changes in the social structure, formed
of new functional groups in the economy and politics, displacing the older group
matched destabilize their social position. A considerable role is here played by the
mental features of separate members of group. Mentality of man contains the op-
positions individual and general, natural and cultural, rational and emotional.

Modern Ukrainian society in the conditions of growth of economic, political,
welfare problems, is noted by unpredictability, the unemployment growth, decline
in quality of life of the unprotected segments of the population, to criminality; as
aresult we have growth of suicides, alcoholism, drug addiction and other manifes-
tations of deviant behaviour of the person. Among the marginal groups of modern
Ukrainian society is as follows: impoverished segments of the population, unem-
ployed persons (including are spongers), «contr-elite» and criminal group of the
societies, the single old and youth men, emigrants from foreignness, transmigrating
from Donbas, etc.

Atthe same time the number of people who lose ethnic or national roots, includ-
ing themselves grows cosmopolitans, liberals in the broadest sense of these con-
cepts, «citizens of the world», many values and principles, that helps to resist
spiritual erosion.
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The main mental differences in modern Ukrainian society from western is that
in our country became «derelicts» the majority, but not minority ofthe population.
Isolation and low social activity, being poverty consequences, act also as its main
sources. Alienation of people from the economic sphere, social isolation, is re-
sulted in lack of mechanisms of influence ofthe public on decision-making process.
The actual powerlessness and lawlessness, lack of effective mechanisms of realiza-
tion of own social, economic and political interests, mental helplessness - became
the real background of mass marginalization of the population in modern ukrai-
nian society.

It is possible (on Maslow) distinguishes four periods in the course of margin-
alization of the Ukrainian society.

The first period (1917 - the middle ofthe 80th years) is defined as totalitarian.
Him is characterized by huge shifts in the economic sphere, caused large-scale
changes of the social status of individuals, migration, an urbanization. However,
the personality with «double moral» and by indefinite mentality of «soviet type» it
was formed.

The second period (the middle of the 80th - the beginning of the 90th of the
XX century) - alteration in all spheres of activity of society, especially essential
they in a social and psychological areas. Destruction of old valued system and
standards wasn’t followed by formation of new ideals. The person it was mentally
«disappointed», it meant the loss of reference points and criteria of world view.
The process of «erosion of mentality» of people activated thus. Historical inertia
of mentality of man shows deep reasons of lag (resistances) of consciousness from
reforms and innovations.

The third period (from the end of 90th of the XX century) - he can properties
high rates of polarization ofthe population on a background of the general impov-
erishment and super-enrichment of an insignificant layer; were characteristic at the
actual absence of middle class and necessary conditions for its formation. It is a
period of initial «primary stock accumulation».

The fourth period (the end of the 90th years to our the day) - is characterized
by some stabilization of social and economic conditions, by mental adaptation of
majority of the population to conditions of market economy and competition
«game», relative crystallization (on groups, statuses and «roles») of social structure
of society.

Summing up the result of the latest events it is possible to draw a conclu-
sion: that today possibly began to designate new period - the fifth period begins.
World economic Crisis which has global character in Ukraine reached the
apogee; and positive tendencies ofthe social and economic development, social
and psychological characteristics of an overwhelming part of the population
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for the previous period purchased an unfavourable effect, which affected men-
tality of Ukrainians.

The greatest losses are sustained on middle class - element of social structure,
which is a guarantor of stabilization of society. Sharp loss of the acquired status
positions, first of all, in the economic, professional sphere, will undoubtedly lead
to his marginalization. It causes deviant behavior, mental rejections at some people,
and in a consequence worsens the general conditions of social development of
society on the whole.

For the solution of a marginality in modern conditions, it is necessary to define
the main directions of their overcoming:

At the level of the state: a) development of the strategic directions and bases,
including creation of legal and economic conditions for normal development of
business, individual work, private practice; b) problems of the state system of social
support of groups and individuals, which marginal in natural, social and demo-
graphic aspects (unemployed persons, disabled people, persons of retirement age,
children-orphans, invalids, etc.).

At the local level - the concrete conclusions and recommendations defining
ways, the resources and methods of work with social and professional groups for
various administrative levels, organizations and control links.

In Ukraine often the population are insufficiently protected. Therefore there is
a need for increase in scientific development and validity of the state, municipal,
industry programs on social protection of the population.

Having analysed recommendations of experts in the field of sociology, we ex-
posed the most effective measures of a solution of the problem of marginalization.
First of all, it is necessary to solve the main reason of falling ofthe population in «a
social bottoms» - an unemployment problem. Therefore, is important such measures:
vocational training and retraining of the persons who appeared the unemployed or
those to whom unemployment threatens at the expense ofthe state; creation of new
jobs, as a rule, in public sector of economy; ensuring geographical mobility of the
population and labour with representation of subsidies and credits for vacancies;
information support ofthe population about vacant positions in regions of the coun-
try, on professions, skill level, granting to everyone who looks for work of an op-
portunity to contact the enterprises where there are jobs; stimulation of development
of business by granting subsidies and credits on profitable terms.

Studying of processes of marginalization, mentality and positions of marginal
groups, first, in new conditions will allow to predict development of social structure
of society; secondly, to find adequate measures for prevention of full disintegration
of social structure which conceals in itselfnot only growth of public instability, but
also other serious consequences.
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But these problems unfortunately did not get enough attention yet in sew on
sciences and more worsened every day. It is therefore necessary to study and con-
stantly search the urgent decisions of this problem for maintainances mentality of
ukrainians.

B. B. 'ynaii, OKTOp NONITUYHUX HayK, npodecop,
HauioHanbHWUIA yHiBepcuTeT «J/1bBiBCbKa NOMITEXHIKa»

COLLIANTBHO-MNCUXONON IYHE NIATPYHTHA
TA AKTYAJIbHI NMONITUKO-MNPABOBI NMPOBJIEMUA
MEHTA/IbHOT AMEBIBAJIEHTHOCTI
HACE/NIEHHA CYYACHOI YKPATHN
(HA MPUKALI TATNUYNHW)

AK BUXiHE NOHATTA MOXEMO MPUAHATN PO3YMIHHS MEHTanbHOCTI SIK COLjio-
NCUXONOTNIYHOTro (heHOMEHY, KU XapaKTepu3ye eTHIUYHI CMINbHOTU i OKPEMUX
npeAcTaBHUKIB €THOCY | BU3Ha4ae cneuundgiky CnpuinHATTA Ta iHTepnpeTawii nes-
HOK eTHIYHOK rpynok 0TOYYHUOro CBITY, a TAKOX CNOCo6U i popmMu NpakTuy-
HOro BifHOLWEHHA i 40 NPUPOLHOrO i couianbHOro cepegosmwa. MeHTanbHi Xa-
PaKTEPUCTUKU NMPOLYKYHOTbCSA NNLWE | TiNbKU eTHIYHUMU CnifibHOTamK; 6yab-AKi
iHWIi couianbHi 06’eAHaHHA NHOAeA MEHTaNbHUX 03HaK He POPMYIOTb, X04a I
BM/MBaKOTb Ha hOpMU i cnocobu ix npossy [7, c. 16].

MeHTanbHICTb couiymy, nepesoBCiM, PO3KPUBAETLCS Yepe3 CUCTEMY WOro
CMUCNOYTBOPEHHS, iIKa 6a3YETbCA HA ICHYOUMX Y KOHKPETHIN CNifbHOTI 3HAHHAX
Ta BipyBaHHAX, a BigTakK, i XapakTepHUX A5 NpecTaBHUKIB KOHKPETHOIO cycCnifb-
CTBa NepPeKOHaHHAX, MpParHeHHsX, COLio-NCUXO0IOTIYHUX eTanoHaX, IHTeHUifX Ta
iHLWKX couianbHUX ycTaHOBKaxX [2, c. 18].

MonitTnka kKonuwHboro CPCP mana pisHuii ycnix y pisHUX perioHax YKpaiHu,
LLL0 MPM3BOANIO A0 NOCU/IEHHS perioHanisauii cycninbcTBa. PerioH 6inblue Bnaun-
BaB Ha Mornsgun Moro mMewkaHLis, a perioHanbHa Bnaja crana cnpuimMaTucs sk
YyacTuHa 3 ycima 03Hakamu winoro. Lle npn3soanno Ao ocnabneHHs weHTudLagn
rpOMajsH 3 LepXXaBoto. 3 METOK MNOJIerweHHA HaB’ A3yBaHHA BNafHOro nopaaky
paffaHCbKa Bflafa HULW KA HaLloHa bl O3HAKM, L0 NPM3BOAUM0 40 MapriHanisayii
CYCMifibCTBa, a B CYKYMHOCTI - A0 CNPUIAHATTA BNaAW SK HaCUNbCTBA, HELOBIpY A0
Hel, YAB/IEHHA MPO LiNKOBUTY MapHICTb 6YAb-AKOT coLia/ibHOT aKTMBHOCTI Ta 0ui-
KyBaHHA «MecCii» - pATIBHUKA KpaiHu [8, c. 8-9].
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