CRITICAL READING AS A PART OF ANALYTICAL AND SYNTHETIC
PROCESSING
Valentyna Simonok (Kharkiv)
Academic reading should not be seen as a passive activity, but an active

process that leads to the development of learning. Reading for learning requires a
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conscious effort to make links, understand opinions, research and apply what you
learn to your studies.

As a part of analytical and synthetic processing of scientific information
critical reading is an analytic activity. The reader rereads a text to identify patterns
of elements — information, values, assumptions, and language usage throughout the
discussion. These elements are tied together in an interpretation, an assertion of an
underlying meaning of the text as a whole.

Critical thinking is an extension to critical reading and involves bringing
outside knowledge and values to bear to evaluate the presentation and decide what
to ultimately accept as true.

Critical reading means engaging in what you read by asking yourself
questions such as, ‘what is the author trying to say?’ or ‘what is the main argument
being presented?’ Critical reading involves presenting a reasoned argument that
evaluates and analyses what you have read. Being critical, therefore — in an
academic sense — means advancing your understanding, not dismissing and
therefore closing off learning. To read critically is to exercise your judgement
about what you are reading — that is, not taking anything you read at face
value. Critical reading goes further than just being satisfied with what a text says, it
also involves reflecting on what the text describes, and analysing what the text
actually means, in the context of your studies.

As a critical reader students should reflect on:

What the text says: after critically reading a piece you should be able to take
notes, summarise and write abstracts paraphrasing — in your own words — the key
points.

What the text describes: you should be confident that you have understood
the text sufficiently to be able to use your own examples and compare and contrast
with other writing on the subject in hand.

Interpretation of the text: this means that you should be able to fully analyse

the text and state a meaning for the text as a whole.
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Critical reading means being able to reflect on what a text says, what it describes
and what it means by scrutinising the style and structure of the writing, the
language used as well as the content.

When you are studying reading should been seen as an ‘active’ exercise, in
other words you engage with your reading to maximise your learning. One of the
most effective ways of actively engaging with your reading is to make notes as you
go along — linking points, pulling out key snippets of information etc. By writing
notes, in your own words, you will be forced to think about the ideas that are
presented in the text and how you can explain them coherently. The process of
note-taking will, therefore, help you retain, analyse and ultimately remember and
learn what you have read.

It is important to understand that effective note-taking means writing notes
on what you have read in your own words. Copying what others have said is not
note-taking and is only appropriate when you want to directly quote an author. It
can be tempting, especially if your reading material is online, to copy and paste
straight into a document. If you do this then you are unlikely to learn what you
have read, as copying is not engaging with the text. Also, and especially if you are
a student, copied text that ends up in an assignment is plagiarism — a serious
academic offence.
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OpranizamiiHuii KOMITET

["onoBa oprrkomiTeTy:

['etbMan A.Il. — mpopexTop 3 HaykoBOi poboTH HalioHaapHOTrO IOPUIMIHOTO
yHIBepcUTETY iIMeHi1 SIpocinaBa Myzaporo, JOKTOp IOPUAMYHHUX HAYK, podecop,

akazemik HarionaneHoi akaieMii mpaBoBHX HayK Y KpaiHu

CiBroJjoBu OPrKOMITETY:

Kysnenosa O.}O. — nokTop nemaroriyHux Hayk, npodecop, 3aBiayBay kadeapu
1Ho3eMHMX MOB Ne 3 HalioHaapHOTO IOPUAMYHOTO YHIBEPCUTETY IMEHI SpociaBa
Mynaporo

Cimonok B.I1. — gokTop dimonoriunux Hayk, npodecop, 3aBiayBad kadeapu
1Ho3eMHMX MOB Ne 1 HarioHaabHOTO IOpUAMYHOTO YHIBEPCUTETY IMeHI SpociaBa

Mynaporo

UsieHH OpPTrKOMITETY:

[NonyOuuya JI.O. — OKTOp menaroriyHuX HayK, TOIEHT, mpodecop Kadeapu
1Ho3eMHMX MOB Ne 3 HarioHaabHOTO IOpUANYHOTO YHIBEPCUTETY iMeH1 SIpociiaBa
Mynaporo

Hecrepenko K.B. — kannunaT ¢igogoriyHux HayK, TOIEHT Kadenapu iH0O3eMHUX

MoB Ne 3 HallioHalbHOTO IOPUAMYHOTO YHIBepcUTeTy iMeHi SpociaBa Myaporo

IHo3eMHi MOBH y BHIIIi OCBITi: JIHTBICTUYHI, ICUX0JI0r0-NIeATOTIYHI T
MeToany4Hi nepcnektuBu. Matepianu Il BeceykpaiHChkoi HAyKOBO-TIPAKTUIHOT
koHbepeHii / HamioHanbHuN I0pUInYHIE yHIBepcUTeT iMeHi SIpociaBa Myaporo /

Xapkis: HIOVY im. SIpocnaBa Mynaporo, 2016. — 304 c.



