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How Teachers Perceive Their Classroom
Environments and Student Goal Orientation:  
a Look into High School Biology Classrooms 

in Kenya

ABSTRACT
Aims: To examine teachers’ and observers’ perceptions of classroom climate

and goal orientation in high school biology classrooms in Kenya.

Study Design: A mixed design utilizing quantitative and qualitative approach. 

Place and Duration of Study: A boys’ and girls’ boarding high schools in 

Kenya, observed between May and July of 2010.

Methodology: Participants included 12 biology teachers from two same sex

boarding high schools (5 females, 7 males).

Results:  Tests of means and t-tests showed that male teachers perceived 

themselves to be supportive, t(10) = 3.76, p = .01, d = 2.201 and innovative, t(10)

= 2. 93, p = .05, d =1.882. Male teachers also reported greater school and classroom

performance goals. Observers reported significant differences in the classroom cli-

mate and goal orientation, where they saw the girls’ classrooms to be more innovative,

t(10) = 5.10, p =.01, d = 2.125, high in order and organization, t(10) = 3.10, p =.01,

d = 2.200  and affiliation. They also found teachers in the boys’ school to be more 

supportive, t(10) = 2.41, p = .02, d = 1.809. 

Conclusion: Male teachers perceive themselves to be more supportive and 

innovative. Observers see girls’ classrooms to be more innovative and well organized.

Keywords: biology classrooms; classroom climate; goal orientation. 

1. INTRODUCTION
Teachers do not choose their classrooms. However, they do have control over

the kind of classroom climate they construct with their students and the kinds of in-

structional practices they utilize. The classroom environment shapes teachers’ rela-

tionships with their students, and students’ relationships with each other and with

classroom concepts. Teachers often speak of a classroom’s atmosphere, tone, ethos

or ambience and its importance for student learning [1, 2, 3, 4]. Typically, teachers

concentrate almost exclusively on the assessment of academic achievement, and de-

vote little attention to factors which might be related to their students’ patterns of

adaptive learning and performance. There is research evidence indicating classroom

climate to be a factor in the types of goals students establish [5, 3, 6].

1.1 Classroom Climate
Although classroom environment is a somewhat subtle concept, remarkable

progress has been made over the last three decades in conceptualizing, assessing

and researching it [7, 8, 9]. This research has attempted to answer many questions of

interest to educators, such as does a classroom’s environment affect goal orienta-

tion? Can  teachers conveniently assess the climates of their own classrooms? Ques-

tions such as these represent the thrust of the work on classroom environments over

the past three decades.

Teachers play a vital role in the conceptualization of the classroom climate.

They create both the social and physical environments for learning. The very nature

of classes, teaching, and students makes a positive classroom climate a critical ingre-

dient of student success [10]. Teachers who are successful in establishing effective

classroom climates create more time for learning, involve more students, and help

students to become self-managing [11, 12]. A positive learning environment must be

established and maintained throughout the year. One of the best ways teachers ac-

complish this goal is by having a good classroom management plan which includes

ways to prevent  problems from occurring, having clear rules and procedures, a

physical environment that is well organized, ways in which to communicate effectively 

with students, and how students can interact with each other [10]. According to Doyle

[10] classrooms are particular kinds of environments. They have distinctive features 

that influence their inhabitants no matter how the students or the desks are orga-

nized or what the teacher believes about education. Furthermore, classrooms are
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Criminal and legal estimation of unfinished crime 
 
Abstraсt: The article is devoted to the features of criminal and legal estima-

tion (qualifications) of unfinished crime. Set lacks of criminal and legal regulation of 

types of unfinished crime and criteria of dissociation of preparation to the crime from 

encroaching (complete and unfinished) upon a crime. The expounded suggestions 

(rules) in relation to the criminal and legal estimation (qualifications) of unfinished 

crime and its kinds. 

Keywords: criminal and legal estimation, qualification, complete crime, unfin-

ished crime, preparation to the crime, encroaching upon a crime. 

 

A crime displays an act (action or inactivity), that in a that or other measure 

continues in time. At the committing of such act possible passing of row of implemen-

tation of criminal intent of person phases (stages), that carries out him, what can be 

and unrealized to the end. In last case the question is about an unfinished crime the 

certain specific, conditioned by that compositions of complete crimes are foreseen in 

the Articles (parts of the articles) of Special part of the Criminal code of Ukraine (far-

ther is CC), takes place at the criminal and legal estimation (qualifications) of that. 

In what basic specific of unfinished crime that force to examine its qualification 

relatively independently? In our view, it is predefined by that the objective side of 

such acts is described in the norms of both General and Special parts of CC. In addi-

tion, about criminal responsibility for an unfinished crime speech can be conducted 

only on the certain stages of realization of intentional crime the stages of its devel-

opment (commission), that differ realization of objective and subjective parties of its 

composition after a degree, understand under that. 

In a criminal and legal doctrine distinguish: а) stages of development of crime 

(criminal activity) (from five to seven stages; in particular, forming of intention on the 

commission of crime, exposure of intention, decision-making on the commission of 

crime, preparation to the crime, encroaching upon a crime, complete crime, disposing 
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of criminal result), b) stage of commission of crime (from two to three stages; for ex-

ample, preparation to the crime and encroaching upon a crime) and c) types of 

crimes after the degree of their completeness (complete and unfinished crimes). Po-

sitions are expounded in relation to impossibility to acknowledge preparation to the 

crime, encroaching upon a crime and complete crime by the stages of commission of 

crime. In addition, in legal literature an unfinished crime is named: by previous crimi-

nal activity, begun or uncompleted crime, unsuccessful activity in the commission of 

crime. Unity of opinions of scientists touches presumably only a question about ex-

pedience of selection of complete and unfinished crimes. 

According to parts 1 and 2 Article 13 CC admits a complete crime act that con-

tains all signs of corpus delict foreseen by the corresponding article of Special part of 

this Code. An unfinished crime is preparation to the crime and encroaching upon a 

crime. 

Thus, it is necessary to set at the criminal and legal estimation of committed a 

person act, that it accomplished a complete or unfinished crime. It should be noted 

that in the criminal legislation of decision of unfinished crime is not contain, and its 

kinds are only marked. System interpretation of penal law grounds to reason, that an 

act that does not contain all signs of corpus delict foreseen by the corresponding arti-

cle of Special part of CC admits an unfinished crime. At the same time, or is it possi-

ble to assert that absence of any sign of corresponding element of corpus delict fore-

seen by the article of Special part of CC testifies that a person accomplished an un-

finished crime? For example, in opinion of E. V. Blagov, not establishment of corre-

sponding sign of act can testify not to the presence of unfinished crime, but about 

absence of crime in general [1]. For this reason, most scientists assert that an unfin-

ished crime takes place, when intention guilty not fully realized, the objective side of 

such corpus delict is not developed, real harm of object of encroachment is not 

caused. So, for example, absence of reason or aim, as signs of subjective side of 

certain corpus delict, testifies to absence of this crime in general, but not about an 

unfinished crime. Thus, it is possible to assert that absence only of certain signs of 

corresponding elements of corpus delict can testify that a crime is unfinished. 

In a criminal and legal doctrine position spoke out also, that at an unfinished 

crime some sign of objective side of corpus delict is never enough [2]. With the 

brought approach over it is impossible unanimously to agree, as at preparation to the 

crime in general absent signs of objective side of corpus delict foreseen by Special 

part of CC. The brought decision over can touch only to the crime attempted with ma-

terial composition, if an act is committed fully, but hazard effects did not come public-

ly. 

Consider that at the criminal and legal estimation of committed a person act, 

first of all, it is necessary to find out, what certainly complete crime a person gathered 

(tried) to accomplish, and then set or there are all signs of this corpus delict in its act. 

In a criminal legislation absent criteria of dissociation of unfinished crime are from 

complete. It follows to admit the general signs of unfinished crime: а) commission of 

intentional act, b) not leading to of crime to the end, c) on reasons that does not de-

pend on will of person. 

In addition, for providing of correct qualification of unfinished crime clear dis-

sociation matters: а) preparation to the crime from the exposure of intention (estab-

lishment of initial and eventual moments of preparation is to the crime), 

b) preparation to the crime from encroaching upon a crime (establishment of initial 

and eventual moments of encroaching is upon a crime), c) complete from the unfin-

ished encroaching, d) attempt upon a crime from a complete crime (establishment of 

moment of completion of certain corpus delict). The own question of differentiation of 

the stages (phases) of commission of crime presents most of judicial errors at the 

dispatch of certain criminal cases. 

In accordance with P. 1 Article 14 CC preparation to the crime are seeking out 

or adaptation of facilities or instruments, seeking out of co-participants or plan on the 

commission of crime, removal of obstacles, and also other intentional conditioning for 

the commission of crime. 

It should be noted that the use is in the law of approximate list of types of acts 

that present preparation to the crime, not very a legislative construction pretended for 

the criminal and legal adjusting. In opinion of separate scientists it is better to foresee 

or exhaustive list of such acts, or generalized personal concept that would embrace 

all possible variants of preparatory actions. As overcoming all variety of preparatory 

to the crime acts is impossible, expedient will be a construction of norm with the gen-

eralized family term is conditioning for the commission of crime. Only after formula-

tion of such concept possibly for the orientation of investigational-judicial practice to 

point the approximate list of such acts. It is expedient also to mark, that conditioning 

for the commission of crime not always will be characterized as preparation to the 
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crime, as on occasion such conditioning a legislator criminalized as an independent 

corpus delict. 

For correct qualification of preparation to the crime it is necessary to set initial 

and eventual its moments with the aim of clear dissociation from the exposure of in-

tention and encroaching upon a crime. An initial moment of preparation to the crime 

is a commission of any act sent to conditioning for the commission of certain com-

plete crime (in case of exposure of intention the certain actions sent to realization of 

this intention are not accomplished). The eventual moment of preparation is the suc-

cessful conditioning for the commission of crime, so completion of such creation as a 

result, but not as begun, however completed process. Thus, for preparation there is 

characteristic absence of act that is described in disposition of the article of Special 

part of CC, and the anymore absence publicly hazard effects. Acts, that inherent to 

preparation to the crime, are outside the objective side of complete corpus delict. For 

this reason, in scientific literature of preparation to the crime distinguish from en-

croaching upon a crime on the criterion of beginning of implementation of objective 

side of corpus delict that a person decided to do. However the use of this criterion is 

possible only at additional explanations in relation to that exactly it follows to consider 

beginning implementation of objective side of corpus delict. 

In this connection a question appears about qualification of preparation to the 

crime with reference to the article of Special part of CC, that foresees a complete 

crime, as an objective side of preparation to the crime is fully described in the norms 

of General part of CC and only informatively related to the norms of Special part of 

CC. 

Analytical research of investigational-judicial practice testifies that the far of er-

rors at the criminal and legal estimation of unfinished crime touches exactly qualifica-

tion of encroaching upon a crime. It is related to a number of moments. Firstly, and at 

encroaching upon a crime, and in case of commission of complete crime the objec-

tive side of its composition, that, at the same time, has a different degree of com-

pleteness, is executed. Secondly, in CC a legislator foreseen two types of encroach-

ing upon a crime: а) is complete and b) is unfinished. It, certainly, also it must take 

into account at the criminal and legal estimation of committed by a person act. Third-

ly, errors at the criminal and legal estimation of encroaching upon a crime, some-

times arise up as a result of insufficient attention of law-applicants to finding out of 

moment of completion of certain crime and type of corpus delict depending on the 

construction of its objective side (a crime is with material or formal composition). Fi-

nally, investigational-judicial practice runs into the package of the issues related to 

establishment of orientation of intention of person and its kind (specified or unspeci-

fied) at the commission of corresponding crime and moment of completion of certain 

types of crimes (simple or complicated: а) continuing, b) extensible, c) composite, 

and to d) crime that is characterized after consequences), and others like that. 

According to P. 1 Article 15 CC encroaching upon a crime are commission by 

a person with direct intention of act (to the action or inactivity), directly sent to the 

commission crime foreseen by the corresponding article of Special part of CC, if here 

a crime was not carried through on reasons that did not depend on its will. 

Is there a question at interpretation of this legislative formulation, that it follows 

to understand under the act directly sent to the commission of crime? Will mark that 

in opinion of separate researchers an orientation of act is not encroaching upon a 

crime, but preparation to the crime, because is conditioning for its commission, as at 

encroaching upon the crime of act guilty is the direct commission of crime [3]. Con-

sider that in case of encroaching upon a crime is executed part of objective side of 

complete corpus delict. If a person does not begin to execute an act ponderable in 

the corresponding article of Special part of CC, committed at no terms it is impossible 

to characterize as encroaching upon a crime. So, unlike preparation to the crime, the 

objective side of encroaching upon a crime is described both in the norms of General 

and in the norms of the Special parts of CC. Actually it and predetermines during 

qualification of encroaching upon a crime to refer both to the article (part of the arti-

cle) of Special part of CC that foresees responsibility for a complete crime and on 

corresponding part of Article 15 CC, that regulates the signs of certain type of en-

croaching upon a crime. 

For the correct criminal and legal estimation of encroaching upon a crime it is 

necessary to set its initial and eventual moments. The initial moment of commission 

of encroaching upon a crime is beginning of act (to the action or inactivity) that is di-

rectly sent to the commission of crime, so beginning of commission of the action or 

inactivity, marked in disposition of the article of Special part of CC. The eventual 

moment of attempt is: for a crime with material composition is a commission of the 

act marked in disposition, that did not entail a dangerous consequence the offensive 

of that a person wished publicly; for a crime with formal composition is breaking of 

commission of act, so its partial commission (for an unfinished attempt) and moment 
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croaching upon a crime. 

For the correct criminal and legal estimation of encroaching upon a crime it is 

necessary to set its initial and eventual moments. The initial moment of commission 

of encroaching upon a crime is beginning of act (to the action or inactivity) that is di-

rectly sent to the commission of crime, so beginning of commission of the action or 

inactivity, marked in disposition of the article of Special part of CC. The eventual 

moment of attempt is: for a crime with material composition is a commission of the 

act marked in disposition, that did not entail a dangerous consequence the offensive 

of that a person wished publicly; for a crime with formal composition is breaking of 

commission of act, so its partial commission (for an unfinished attempt) and moment 



Psychological Review998

of establishment of unsuccessful attempt to accomplish a complete crime (for a com-

plete attempt). 

It follows also to pay attention, that encroaching upon a crime present only at 

its commission with direct intention. Indirect intention or commission of crime from 

carelessness eliminates qualification of act as encroaching upon a crime. 

Expounding attitude toward understanding of signs of encroaching upon a 

crime, Supreme judicial instance of Ukraine underlines the necessity of careful re-

search of signs of subjective side of corpus delict for the decision of question about 

the presence of encroaching upon a crime or complete crime. Certainly, there is the 

present pointing in the row of resolutions of Session of Supreme Court of Ukraine, 

that research of orientation of intention helps correct qualification of committed act, 

dissociation of encroaching upon a crime from a complete crime. In addition, at es-

tablishment of orientation of intention of guilty on a commission crime an important 

value has taking into account of reason and aim committed, as they testify to the 

presence of direct intention. 

Depending on an orientation and degree of specification of foresight publicly of 

hazard effects intention is traditionally divided into: а) specified (certain) and 

b) unspecified (indefinite). The specified (certain) intention takes place, when publicly 

hazard effects of act the persons clearly specified in consciousness. Therefore if at 

the specified direct intention consequences that a person wished did not come, then 

it is possible to talk only about a crime attempted, that a person planned (tried) to do. 

Thus consequences that came actually by general rule do not need a separate crimi-

nal and legal estimation, so the committed does not require qualification after totality 

of crimes. 

The unspecified (indefinite) intention takes place when publicly the hazard ef-

fects of act are not certain clearly in consciousness of person (a subject does not 

have a clear idea about character and weight of possible consequences). Therefore 

at the unspecified intention qualification takes place after the actually caused conse-

quences. An at that rate committed act, at presence of all other elements (their signs) 

of corpus delict, it must characterize as a complete crime. 

At the same time it should be noted that at the commission of separate crimes 

description of orientation of intention becomes complicated by the construction of 

objective side of corpus delict that, for example, can consist in a commission two or 

more acts. In particular, encroaching upon raping, so bodily relations with application 

of physical violence, threat of its application or with the use of the helpless state of 

suffering person (Article 152 CC) can be present under such circumstances: 

а) person operates with the aim of commission of coitus, b) application of physical 

violence, threat of its application or use of the helpless state of suffering person is the 

means of achievement of this aim. 

For the criminal and legal estimation of act as encroaching upon a crime must 

be set, that a crime was not carried through. For this reason, during qualification of 

committed by a person act, first of all, it is necessary to define, what complete crime 

a person gathered to accomplish, and then find out or there are all signs of corpus 

delict foreseen by the corresponding article (by part of the article) of Special part of 

CC in its act. 

In connection with resulted, for the correct criminal and legal estimation of 

committed act the construction of corpus delict that a person tried to carry out has an 

important value, as at that rate it follows to establish the incompleteness of objective 

side of certain corpus delict. So, for establishment of encroaching upon a crime with 

material composition it is necessary to set absence publicly hazard effects (harm that 

a person tried to entail) or complete, thus, fully committed act. For establishment of 

encroaching upon a crime with formal composition it is necessary to set the incom-

pleteness of act that a person planned to do. Thus, confession of committed by a 

person act upon its commission first of all depends a complete crime or encroaching 

on the features of legislative construction of certain corpus delict. For this reason in 

most resolutions Session of Supreme Court of Ukraine pays attention courts in the 

moment of completion of certain types of crimes. 

It is expedient also to mark, that the obligatory sign of encroaching upon a 

crime is not bringing to crime conclusion on reasons that did not depend on will of a 

person. Thus a crime is not to the end not from subjective, namely on objective rea-

sons (active behaviour of suffering during a commission crime or active behaviour of 

eyewitnesses of commission of crime, that stipulated its stopping, timely reacting of 

workers of law enforcement authorities on a committed crime, absence for the person 

of the proper (necessary) facilities or instruments at the commission of corresponding 

act, and others like that). These circumstances must be clearly found out during real-

ization of criminal realization with the aim of reasonable establishment of presence of 

encroaching upon a crime or voluntary abandonment or effective repentance during 

the commission of crime. 
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It is necessary to mark that possibility of encroaching upon a crime with mate-

rial composition neither in the theory of criminal law nor in investigational-judicial 

practice does not cause doubts. At the same time possibility of encroaching upon a 

crime with formal composition causes certain discussions in a criminal and legal doc-

trine and corresponding complications in practice that predefined, in our view, first of 

all, by the legislative construction of such syllables of crimes. 

Consider that to eliminate possibility of encroaching upon a crime it is impos-

sible with formal composition. However for establishment of attempt it is necessary to 

find out such: 

а) encroaching upon a crime with formal composition is possible in case if an 

act, as an obligatory sign of objective side of this corpus delict, continues in time and 

between its beginning and completion there is a certain interval of time (for example, 

organization of band, if an association did not yet purchase all its obligatory signs); 

b) in crimes with formal composition about its not bringing to a conclusion ab-

sence of one can testify of two obligatory acts necessary for the presence of objec-

tive side of this corpus delict (for example, application of violence and not commis-

sion of sexual intercourse in case of attempt to carry out raping); 

c) in investigational-judicial practice widespread are cases of commission of 

crime with formal composition with a characterizing sign, foreseen second or next 

part of the corresponding article of Special part of CC (for example, P. 3 Article 368 

CC foresees criminal responsibility for accepting, promise or receipt of illegal benefit 

an official person, connected with its blackmail. Own blackmail will testify the official 

face of illegal benefit to encroaching upon a crime); 

d) possible cases, when a crime with formal composition, ponderable in corre-

sponding part of the article of Special part of CC, due to a characterizing sign grows 

into a crime with material composition. Such cases in practice also cause certain 

complications in relation to their criminal and legal estimation. 

In a criminal legislation, encroaching upon a crime is divided into two kinds. 

Thus, in accordance with p. 2 Article 15 CC a crime attempted is complete, if a per-

son produced all actions considered that necessary for bringing to an of crime con-

clusion, but a crime was not complete on reasons that did not depend on its will. Ac-

cording to p. 3 Article 15 CC a crime attempted is unfinished, if a person on reasons 

that did not depend on its will did not accomplish all actions considered that neces-

sary for bringing to an of crime conclusion. 

In the theory of criminal law the debatable is remained by a question about a 

criterion that is posited division of encroaching upon kinds. Separate researchers 

suggest to acknowledge to such a subjective criterion – own presentation of guilty 

about a degree implementation of act at the commission of crime. Other scientists 

suggest for dividing of attempt into kinds to use an objective test – degree of imple-

mentation of objective side of corpus delict. Consider that an objective test is not 

quite suitable for dissociation unfinished from a complete attempt, as objectively at 

the commission of any type of attempt always are absent or publicly hazard effects, 

or not fully committed act, as a sign of objective side of complete corpus delict. 

Will mark in the end, that in accordance with Article 16 CC criminal responsi-

bility for preparation to the crime and encroaching upon a crime comes after the Arti-

cle 14 or 15 and after the that article of Special part of CC, that foresees responsibil-

ity for a complete crime. Consider that the use at that rate of term "responsibility" is 

not quite logical. Firstly, qualification of crime is preceded to bringing in of person to 

criminal responsibility. Secondly, the marked norm of CC decides a question not 

about criminal responsibility, but sets the rules of qualification of unfinished crime. 

Thirdly, the commission of preparation a person to the crime of small heaviness is 

subject to qualification, however it pulls criminal responsibility (P. 2 Article 14 CC). 

Finally, the criminal act of person must be skilled, however from criminal responsibil-

ity it can be exempt in the order set by a law. 

A necessity during qualification of unfinished crime to do reference to the arti-

cles that regulate preparation to the crime or encroaching upon a crime, conditioned 

by that in them the foreseen signs of unfinished corpus delict, what are absent in the 

articles of Special part of CC. 

Count for expedient to set forth the separate rules of qualification of unfinished 

crime. 

1. Establishment for the person of careless form of guilt or indirect intention at 

the commission of crime eliminates its qualification as an unfinished crime. 

2. Establishment of all signs of complete crime, by general rule, eliminates 

qualification of act as an unfinished crime. An exception is a presence of certain 

types of actual error in the act of person, thus in case of wrong idea of person about 

the actual objective signs of committed by its act. 
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3. It is necessary to set for qualification of unfinished crime, that a crime that a 

person gathered (tried) to do was not carried through on reasons that does not de-

pend on its will. 

4. Every stage of commission of intentional crime comes true consistently and 

embraces by itself the previous stages (phases) within the limits of one corpus delict 

(encroaching upon a crime embraces by itself preparation to the crime; a complete 

crime embraces by itself unfinished crime). At that rate qualification of committed act 

comes true only taking into account the last stage (phase) of commission of crime. 

5. If a person wished to accomplish a certain crime and actually the committed 

answers all signs of this corpus delict by its, then even during partial realization of 

intention, act characterized as a complete crime. If a person wished to accomplish a 

certain crime, however it is actually committed by its does not answer all signs of this 

corpus delict, then committed is characterized as an unfinished crime.  

6. If intention of person contained an offensive publicly of the hazard effects, 

foreseen by the article (by part of the article) of Special part of CC, that sets respon-

sibility for more grave crime, than it is actually caused, committed it is necessary to 

characterize as a crime attempted. 

7. If intention of person contained an offensive publicly of the hazard effects 

foreseen by the same article of Special part of CC, that and actually caused, then 

committed it is necessary to characterize as a complete crime. 

8. If acts committed a person at preparation to the certain crime or encroach-

ing upon its commission contain the signs of other complete crime simultaneously, all 

committed it follows to characterize after totality of crimes, one of that is unfinished, 

and other complete. 
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мическую модель согласования. 

Ключевые слова: конфликт, согласования, структура, динамика. 

 

Из-за нарушения некоторых из предварительно предусмотренных 

соответствий между социальными ролями при исполнении совместной 

деятельности, формируются социальные противоречия, которые спускаются в 

степени конфликта. Сам конфликт обуславливает изменчивость [1] – необхо-

димость возведения противоречия в новую степень соответствия. 

Анализ структуры согласования. Для осуществления этапа анализа 

необходимо разработать структуру конфликта, как и его динамику. Структура [3] 

конфликта - необходима для установления участников в конфликте, его 

предмет и объект, зону разногласия, микро- и макросреду конфликта, 

конфликтное поведение сторон. Динамика [3] конфликта предоставляет воз-

можность определить в каком этапе и в какой фазе находится конфликт. На 


