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EUROPEAN VALUES

One of the most important characteristics of any culture can be social
values. They create a certain type of the individual’s pattern of behaviour in
a social space and provide the general guidelines for social conduct.

European history is the history of wars, victories, engineering achievements,
but first of all it is the history of the birth of ideas, values and great culture.
Europe created the modern world as it is, foundations of modern state-building,
civil society, an efficient market economy and social justice. We should stress
that the European Unionis a system of values linking peoples and nations
together and providing them with a sense of identity. The European identity
is the result of both European history and culture. The state is to exist for
a man, but not vice versa. This was considered to be democratic values. That
is why Europe appears so attractive comparing to «other worlds» [1].

Speaking about the European values, it should be noted that the basis of
economic and social prosperity in Europe lies, first of all, in culture and
civilization. European values are a set of key principles for the development
of a family, society and the state, political, economical, cultural, legal and
other norms which unite the majority of the inhabitants of Europe and form
the basis of their identity. They are stated in a number of basic documents of
the European Council and the European Union. Their bases are the rights and
freedoms of every individual and the principle of everybody’s equality under
the law. It is necessary to clarify what exactly belongs to basic European
values. Firstly, there are the rights and guarantees of the welfare of a person
in society, the right to life and personal integrity. Secondly, they include
fundamental civil and political freedoms which are recorded in the European
Convention of human rights. And finally, the basis of European values is the
equality of people’s rights and preventing discrimination.

We would like also to note that one of the most important European values
is the conviction that the language of any ethnic group regardless of the number
of its carriers is one of the most precious values of humanity as a civilized
community. Such an approach fosters culture of separate countries, and as
a consequence, of the whole world [4].
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Conceptually, the European Union has always been more than a mere
economic union. The main goal of the European integration process is to
enhance the policy, based on national interests of the European countries. It
can be connected with building up a new European order, based on a common
framework of European law, common institutions and procedures, and an
independent European judiciary system. Therefore, the European Union is:
a) a community of values; b) a community of laws; ¢) a community based on
civilized society; d) a community of solidarity, which is essential for the
functioning of the EU; e) a «community of communities»; f) a community of
peace, ensuring that conflicts of interests are solved within the common
framework of European law and institutions; g) a community of shared
interests; h) a community which assures the protection of the EU and its
members’ global interests [3, c. 12-29].

Modern ideas of European values, which, theoretically, should be close
to universal, ones basically have changed very little compared to previous
stages in the history of mankind. The only things changed are the ways to
implement these values. Furthermore, the system of international relations has
also been transformed and now the globalization is at its peak moving ahead
of regional reformation [2].

Thus, history has proved that there exists the most powerful unifying
potential — the European values. They attract people not only in Europe but
all over the world — in Asia, Latin America, the Middle East. European values
are a unique phenomenon, the most perfect expression of today’s philosophical,
religious and moral development of different epochs and peoples, based on
universal ideals and aspirations.
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A. O. Top:xuHchKa'

T'APMOHI3ALIIA YKPAiHCI)KQFO 3AKOHOJABCTBA
HA ITPUKJIAAI €EBPOIIEMCBKOI'O COIO3Y

He my1s1 koro He CeKpeT, 110 OJHUM 3 TIPIOPUTETHUX HAIPSMKIB 30BHIITHBO1
TOJITHKK YKpaTHHU Ha ChOTOJIHINIHIN JICHb € BCTYII 10 €Bporelickkoro Coro3sy,
0 00’ €KTUBHO BHMArae BijJ Hac PIillly4uX 3MiH, €PEKTHBHHUX MEPETBOPEHD
B 3aKOHOJIaBYil CHCTEMI, TApMOHI3AIlIHHUX MTPOIIECIB, 5K 3apa3 € 00’ €KTHBHO
HEOOXITHUMH JUIA IMiITOTOBKH HAIIO1 JepKaBH 10 BCTYNY Y €BpoOIeHChKUi
Coro3. Homy came €C? Mu cripoOyeMo BiJIIIOBICTH Ha 1€ TUTAHHSI, [TO-TIepIIIe,
mporiec po3poOieHHs paBoBoi cucteMu €Bporneiickkoro Coro3y, BiT0yBa€eTh-
s 3 BUKOPHCTAaHHAM HaMKpaIuX JOCATHEHb MIKHAPOIHO-TIPABOBOT HAyKH,
JIOCBI/ly B rajry3i po3BUTKY HalllOHAJbHUX ITPABOBUX CHCTEM OKPEMHUX KpaiH,
came TOMY MOXKE CIIyTyBaTH 3pa3KoM PO3YMHOTO IMiIX0/y 0 OpraHizalii 3a-
KOHOTBOPYOi NisutbHOCTI Ykpainu. [To-apyre, BuBdeHHs npaBa Coro3y 3 mpak-
TUYHOTO MOTISAY € 3HAYYIIUM JIJIsl HiIATPUMKH Ta PO3BUTKY SKOHOMIYHHUX,
TOPTOBEJIbHUX, KYIBTYpHHUX Ta IHIIUX 3B’S3KIB 3 KpaiHAMH, IO BXOAATH JI0
CKJIaJly LIbOTO 1HTerpauiiHoro 00’ € JHaHHS.

OTxe, TapMOHI3allisl 3aKOHOJABCTBA YKpaiHHU 03HAYAE MPOLIEC 30THKEH-
HSI HaI[lOHAJIFHOI IIPAaBOBOi CHCTEMH Ta ii MiJCHCTEM 3 IIPABOBOIO CHCTEMOIO
€Bpomneiicekoro Coro3y Ta BUMOTaMH MKHAPOTHO-TIPABOBUX HOPM 1 CTaH-
JapTiB. Alle IpH BCiX Kpokax 30JM)KSHHs Haloi MpaBoOBOT CHCTEMH 3 X,
KapIMHAIBHO TTO3UTHBHUX 3MiH HE BiIOYBAa€ThCS, HE MOKPAITYETHCS JKUTTS
Hapo.ly, He 3MEHIIIYIOThCSI OOPTH JiepKaBH Ta 1H..Mu 6a4nMo, 1110 11l 3MiHU Ta
MIEPETBOPEHHS HE TIPOCYBAIOTH ACPKaBy BIEpell, TOMY IO IPH IbOMY IIPO-
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